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——CC 


SER MON 


Preach'd before' the 


King & Queen 


Upon the ſecond Sundayin Ad- 
vent, being the fifth of De- 
cember, 1686. 


MaTTH. In. 2, 


Toannes in vinculis, 


Jobn in Priſon. 


Trange ſurprizing News, ( Sacred' 


J 


Child of Prayer, the gift and darling 
of Heaven, the mighty ſubje& of an *** 


Majeſty ) John #2 Priſon. Jobn the Ze 1.133. 


Angels Embaſſie, himſelf an Angel, and is 44h. 11, 


A 2 he 


[2] 
he in Priſon ? John fil'd with the Holy 

Lux 1. 15- Ghoſt in the very Womb, filling his Mo- 
5s, ther with Prophecy, and all people with 
Admiration ,* as ſoon as he appeared in 

the world , and 4s he in Chains ? Is thisthe 

In vinculis, CharaQer of the greatelt Man who ever roſe 
Valgat. among the Sons of Women ? Is this the Herald, 
Haub..11- the Precurſor ſent to prepare the Meſſiab's 
Luke 1. 17. Way in the Spirit and Power of Elias ? But he 
_ is tamely ſeiz'd, and committed to Goal, 
\, * © when Elias would have call'd down fire 
from Heaven to conſume the Sacrilegious 

hand. Is this the powerful Man who was 

Luke 1. 17, fo convert the hearts of the Fathers to the Chil- 
Et Incredu- dren, and the Diſobedient to the Wiſdom of the 
19s 0 PIV- 7,/t? 1 ſhould not have wondered at his 
juſtorum, Fathers incredulity, had he foreſeen the pal. 
Vulgat. ſage of this day ; he would have been ſtruck 
dumb without a Miracle, horrour and a-. 
mazement would have done the Work ; 

unleſs I may call it a greater Miracle, char 

Joln IN PRISON heard the Works of 

Chriſt, than all the Miraculous Works he 

:-o6% heard. In ſhort, is this the Man whom 
wetuebat- FJerod not only eſteem'd, bur alſo knew for 
ds... bee certainty to be 7uſt and Holy * Sciens illum 
Rub.in con ;y/tum  Santtum ; and what could have 
"_— endear'd 


[3] 
endear'd him ſo much. to a wiſe Prince ? 
and St. Mark ſeems to imply no leſs, cuſto- 
diebat eum, be kept bim ; who would doubt 
bur as a Councellour and a Friend ? and ſo 


the Evangeliſt goes on, audito eo multa facie- Montan. 


bat, he did many things by bis advice, and beard 
him gladly. So far *cis very well ; *cis what 


we expected. Bur St. Luke laies, be added Like 3. 20. 


one thing over and above, adjecit & hoc ſuper 
omnia, be ſhut him up, not in his Cloſer, but 
in Priſon. Strange Paradox of Providence ! 
ſtrange turn of Fortune! ſtrange Embleme 
of human Mutability ! a freſh inſtance of 


that old Leſſon, put not your truſt in Princes, T/alm.1 46, 


nor in the Sons of Men, in whom is no Salvation, 
tor JOHN IS IN. PRISON. 

But what real or pretended Crime could 
be laid tothe charge of a perſon ſo uſeful 
ro his Prince, ſo ſerviceable to the Publick, 
ſo juſt, ſo holy and inoffenſive in his Pri. 
vate capacity ? The Goſpel being but an 
Abridgement of Tranſa&tions , ſets down 
only the immediate cauſe, the immediate 
provocation, becaule, ſaies St. Lake, Herod 
the Tetrarch was reproved by bim, cum corripere- 


tur ab eo, for Herodias his Brothers Wiſe , "3: 19: 
( becauſe he bad Married ber, ſaies St, Mark , ata. 17. 


his 


Ftde omni- 
bus malis 
que fecit. 
Luke, ibid. 


[4] 


his Brother being yet alive,) and for all the 
evils Which he had done. 

Bur Foſephus Antiq. 1. 18. c. 10. as aStates. 
man and Politician dives into the bottom 
of the difference, and diſcovers the firſt 
ſpring which moved Herod agaialt the Bap.. 
tilt ; becauſe he excited people to the practice 
of Virtue and Juſtice, quia precipiebat Judeis 
virtuti dare operam,juſtittam colere : upon which 
Doctrine, as guilt is ever jealous, but com- 
monly in the wrong place, corrupt Mini- 
ſers, and a Government noted for many 
Jajuſtices, pretended toground their policick 
and irreligious {uſpition, that it would: be 
of dangerous conſequence ; a general reaſon for 
every thing one has a mind to obſtruct, 
when no other reaſon can be given : That 
ic was not yet time to ſuffer ſuch Dofrine 
to be preached, ne novi aliquid fiat , as the 
Hiſtorian continues, leaſt it ſhould cauſe ſome 
diſturbance in the State z wherefore, ſaies he, 
upon this ſole ſuſpicion, nor for any real ground 
of it, but upon the apprehenſion of conſe- 
quences meerly imaginary, John began to 
decline in the Tetrarch's favour, the Tetrarch 
began to fear whom he ceas'd to loye ; he 
firſt opened his Ears to Accuſations againſt 
him, 


[5] 


him, and then his Hand to ſeize him, tenuic 
eum, and behold Joannes in Vinculis, John is 
in Priſon. 

And here let us leave a while this Mar- 
tyr of Juſtice, to conſider a little the weight 
and importance of his Do@rine ; How 
much Jus T1c E conduces to the happt- 
neſs both of Prince and People, when its 
Dictates are followed, and what reparation 
is required when they are neglected. The 
firſt comprehends the Nature, the Excel- 
lence, and the ſeveral Species of Juſtice, 
and ſhall be treated in my firſt part: The 
fecond regards the violation of it, as it is 
reparable; where I ſhall ſp:ak ofR £5 T 1- 
TUTION, and Conclude. 

Let us beg a portion of his Spirit, of his 
Firmneſs and Courage, that I may not ſink 
the Reputation of that Cauſe, which heſo 
gloriouſly maintain'd ; but as I cannot hope 
to bear it up to that height, lo it is my 
comfort that | need not, fince I ſpeak ta.an 
Aſſembly already prepar'd to receive a Do. 
Etrine ſo agreeable to Reaſon, and eflenti- 
al to the Law of Chriſt, who came into 


the world, to pabliſh' bis word to Jacob, bis Pal. 147. 


Juſtice ' and jndements to Tſrael, when the An- '9 
gel 


Author. 
oper. im- 
pert. apud 
Chryſoſt. 
Hom. 34. 
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gel ſaluted the B. Virgin in the ſame terms 
we make ovr-uſual addrefſles to her, 


Hail Mary full of Grace, &c, 


T is the firſt and greateſt commendati- 
on of Juſtice, that ir comprehends all 
virtues in ir ſelf, runs through every branch 
of the Divine and Humane Law, and veri- 
fies the bold aſlertion of a Learned Writer, 
that , as never any thing was well done 
which was not dire&ed by Juſtice; ſo ne. 
ver any thing was done with a right inten. 
tion, if it was not for the ſake of Juſtice. 
The Ancient Author of the Imperfect Work 
among thoſe of St. John Chry/oſtom, ingeni. 
ouſly propoſes Juſtice as the Yine, all other 
Virtues as the Branches which are vegetated 
and nouriſhed with the Juice and Spirits, 
which are tranſmitted to them from this 
Mother-Stock. And what can be a greater 
eviction of this Truth, than the Holy Ghoſt's 
generally uſing that Name for the perfecti.. 
on of all, and promiſcuoully for every Vir- 
tue? For when he would deliyer the ver- 
bum breviatum, ſpeak much of a _— a 
ittle, 
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liccle, a Panegyrick.in a word, he calls him 

Fuſt; Thus when he would raiſe in our 

minds a high eſteem of Nee, he-calls him 

a juſt and perfet man, Noe Vir juſtus atque Gen. 6. g. 

perfetus ; when he would commend 

the extraordinary Piety and {ingular Pru. 

dence of St. Joſeph , Joſeph cum efſet juſtus ; Mat. 1. 19. 

when he would repreſent in one view all 

the virtues of our Baptiſt's Parents, erant Luke 1.6. 

ambo juſti : And in fine, when he had drawn 

the Portrait of our Redeemer, with his 

Government upon his Shoulder, to expreſs 

his Sovereignty, he calls him Wonderful, for 1. g.s. 

his Conduct ; Councellor, for his Knowledge ; 

the Mighty God, for his Power ; the Ever- | 

laſting Father, tor his AﬀeCtion to his Peo- 

ple ; the Prince of Peace, for the Tranquili. | 

ty of. his Reign; and this, ſaies he, 1s his | 

Name, his Stile, Charafter and Property, 

vocabiter nomen ejus ; all which he ſums up Hef no- 

elſewhere in one word, Dominus juſtus noſter, "*" 59% | 

our Lord, our King the Juſt. eum. | 
From which, and many ſuch inſtances it Jer: 23: 6. 

appears, as St. Jobn Chryſoſtom obſerves, That Hom. 23. 

a juſt man is a denomination which im- 

plies all virtue ; chat Juſtice ( as he ſpeaks 

in P/alm 14. ) is acompound of many vir- 

| cues, 
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Juſtitia tues, and one attive virtue does not make 
_— a virtue, una Virtus aiva non. facit virtutem. 
tutibus, & How, Great Doctor! is not one Virtue a 
una virtus Virtue ? No, replies he, no more than the 
a2. Joſs of one Plank makes a Wreck, or one 
tem. Stone can build .an Houſe: A Ship cannot 
be built without Planks, nor a Houſe with- 
out Materials; but Planks without mor- 
creſfſing, and Stones without Cement are of 
little or no ſervice : fo are all other Virtues 
without Juſtice ; They are looſe and dil- 
joyned, they cannot denominate a man Vir- 
ruous, becauſe they cannot denominate him 

FfusT. - 
L know our Pulpirs continually ring with 
the praiſes of Charity, as the Mother and 
Miſtreſs of all other Virtues, ahd little is 
heard of Juſtice. But you are to obferve 
thac the PuIpir, in preaching Chriſtianity, fup- 
poſes Morality ; as one who Jabours to beau- 
tie and adorn a Fabrick , ſuppoſes the 
Foundation is well laid, otherwiſe it would 
be madneſs to ſpend his Time, his Mony 
and Induſtry upon a Houſe which may like- 
ly fall upon his Head, and bury him with 
his Art and Charges in the Rubbage. 


Now 
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Now Juſtice is the ground of Moral Ver. 
tues, as Charity is of the Chriſtian :* and as 
it isa folly co think to be piows without firſt 
being honeſt ; lo it isa fond hope, and ſenſe- 
leſs endeavour to ſuperſtru&t Charity where 
Juſtice has not ſecur'd the Foundation. 
To proceed therefore from the more ge- 
neral and larger acceptation of the word, to 
the common and more reſtrained uſe of ir, 


as it ſignifies a particular virtue, it is defin'd 
by Divines and Moraliſts, after Hpian, con- 
ſtans eh» perpetua voluntas, jus ſuum cuique 
tribuendi, a conſtant and unchangeable Will, and 
Reſolution of giving to every one what belongs to 
bim, whether in Buying and Selling, or any 
ſort of Trade or —_ which we call 
Commutative Juſtice : or by dealing out Re. 
wards or Favours, with reſpe& to the Me. 
ric, or Fidelicy of Perſons, which we call 
Diſtributive Jnſtice : or performing that Ser- 
vice, which every one 1n his reſpective ſta. 
tion is bound to exhibit to the Publick, 
which is termed Legal Juſtice, or reſtoring 
the Goods and Effects of another, which 
we have deſtroyed, or unjuſtly detained, 
which is called Reſtitution. | purpolely 
abſtain from mentioning that ſort of Juſtice, 

E7” B 2 which 


Ulp. L. de 


juſt : 


jus” : 


TC. 
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which inflits Puniſhments, and is called 
Vindiftive: I ſpeak nothing of ic, I ſay, partly 
becaule, tis a Branch of the Diſtributive; and 
partly becauſe "tis more the buſineſs of the 
Bar, than of che Pulpit ; and becaule I deſire 
the Audience ſhould not think Lexceed my 
Commiſſion ; I ſpeak of che Divine, nor 
of the Human Juſtice , 1 ſummon you to 
the Inward Tribunal ; and if | threaten Pu- 
ni{hmeant, - I mean-not that which is inflicted 
by the Temporal Power. 

This premis'd, I affirm, any wilful and 
premeditated offence againſt one or more 
of thele ſpecies of Juſtice, conſtitutes a Man 
formally unjuſt ; and this not only by Com- 
mitting, or doing wrong, but allo by O. 
mitting, or neglecting to do what we ought, 
neque minus omiſſione reddi, hominem imjuſtum 
quam commiſſrone', ſay the. Divines; And in 
{ach caſes, the DiCtates of right Reaſon, as 
well asthe precepts of Religion, command 
us to make reparation if -we. defire' ro be 
forgiven; of which more in my Second 
pare; at preſent, it will be ſufficient to 
illuſtrate the Doctrine by an Example or 
two, incach of theſe heads, as far as the 
Time will allow. 

+1 Firſt, 
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Firſt, If you have take advantage of the 
neceſſities of ' your Neighbours ard upon 
chat account fold” chings* dedter than” the 
true value or common price; you haye 
hinn'd againſt Commutative Juſtice, and ftand 
oblig'd to Reſticution. If you have” latd 
hold of the inadvertencie of ignorance of 
the ſeller, and (urpriz'd him into an incon- 
ſiderate bargain; you have finn'd againſt Com- 
mutative Juſtice : which ſentences you ro Re- 
ſticution. What you call a'good bargain is 4 
deceit : you have not bought, bur cheated, 
Secontly, 1f you aſperſe the Repuration 
of your Neighbour , etther- rake away his 
good: Name, or notably prejudice ir, by 
Detraction, Drollery Inventing or Diſperfing 
Satyr,[mpofing a Falſe, or Revealing aSectec 
Crire, you have offendet againft Diftribit 


tive Juſtice, which enafts bhononr to whom bon- rom, x5. 5. 


ou? is due, and obliges you ro Reftitnrion; 
even with the peril of your own fame, 
under paiit' of beirig the Averfion of Mad; 


kind, hominum abommatio, ies the wiſe Man's 7/99. 24 9. 


of being excluded'from'the common ſociety 
of Men, cum DetrafForibus n& comedas : This 
fin: of Detra&ion, being one of thoſe for 
which God'delivers Men ovet to a repro* 
bate 


& : } Hn- 
bate ſenſe, as he did the Gentiles; DetraFores, 
Rom. 1. 28. Deo odibiles,, &*c. For if one who has 
as wrong'd another in his goods, is bound to 
repair the injury wich the expence even of 
his own, (as all Men acknowledge ;) with 
more reaſon ſhall he, 'who has committed a 
crime of a more heinous nature, -and in an 
higher ſubje&t , be adjudged to a ſeverer 
compenſation. And if Calumny be a grea. 
ter crime than Theft or Rapine, becauſe ic 
iſſues from a deeper malice, and leaves be- 
hind it a greater prejudice; how came you to 
ty” your ſelves the obligation of re- 
oring, ſhould be leſs ? 1f the perfon injured 
be ſacred, it is not a Simple Defamacion,bur 
a Sacriledge; It isan Invaſion as well upon 
the Religion as Government; and co de- 
face the Charaer of your Temporal or 
Spiritual Superiours, is ſo much worſe than 
prophaning Churches and robbing Alcars, 
asitis worle to mangle or deſtroy God's 
living Repreſentation, than to demoliſh the 
dead ; Dus non detrahes, & Principi populi tut 
non maledices : Thou ſhalt not revile the Gods, 
' nor ſpeak evil of the Ruler of thy People ; Exod. 
22. 2$, Speak not evil one of another ; 
James 4. 11. In cogitatione tua Regi ne detra- 
has 


WET 


has, Debaſe not the King in thy very thoughts, x,c1, 10,20, 


Wherefore then were you not afraid to ſpeak evil 
of my Servant ? Num. 12. 8. 

Thirdly, All acceptation of perſons, whe. 
ther in deciding hilkenpinh between Man 
and Man , or in conferring real Honours , 
places of Truſt and Preferment m the Com. 
mon-wealch , is a violation of Diſtributive 
Juſtice, which obliges the Magiſtrare, if not 
ro _—_ the reward to the Merit ; at 
leaſt to place the Reward with the Merit : 
nor to accepr perſons, but upon account of 
a greater deſert, either of Service, or Ca- 

ity. In all other caſes, that deciſion of - 
St.. James falls heavy upon Men in publick 
Employments ; S! perſonas accipitts, peccatum 


operamini , If you have reſpc to perſons , you 3am 2. A 


commit ſin, being convicted by the Law, as 
Tranſgreſſours of it. But what Law is there 
' which binds a Man to the choice of thoſe 
who areto-ſerve under him, or in whom. 
he pleaſes to repoſe a confidence ? | 

Firſt, The Law of Nature, which is no- 
thing but the in-born Rudiments of Juſtice, 
prompting us to give every one, whar in 
right and equity belongs to him ; reddÞre 
wnicuique quod. ſunm eſt: Merit and Retribu- 

| FLO 


Deut. 1.16. 


John 7. 24. 


Exod. 23.2. 
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tion are Relatives; Meric therefore is 2 


» 


Right which Equity is bound co acknow-+ 
ledge, and what Equity acknowledges, 
Juſtice is-bound, to pay. Publick' ſervice, 
and ſuffering for the Publick are of equal 
weight : they. ballance each. other when 
Juſtice holds the Scale, they deſerve an 
equal Reward ; but he that ſuffers for Ju. 


ſtice-lake, weighs down Both. 


Innocence is 


the Palm-tree which naturally grows under 
the weight, and by conſequence ought to 
riſe ſo much the higher, as ic was more de. 


preſled. 


Secondly, T he Law of God, as well de- 
claring as afting ; nulla erit diſtantia perſona. 
rum , there ſhall be no diſtinftion of Perſons, 
ſay the PandeQts of Heaven, neither at the 
Bar, nor at the Board, nor upon the account 
of Religion, much leſs of ungrounded 
Suſpition. Nolite judicare ſecundum faciem , 
ſaies our Bleſſed Saviour, judge not accord: 
ing to the face, which ſome men ſer upon 
things or perſons; No,. nor according to the 
opinion of the Greater number, who are 
{ſwayed by a contrary Intereſt, ſaies the Ecer- 
nal Juſtice ; in judicio non acquieſces plurimo- 
rum ſententie, nec accipies cujusquam perſo- 


nam, 
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nam, nt a vero devies : in Judgment, i.. e. in 
aſligning rewards as well as otherwiſe, do 
not acquieſce to the opinion even of the moſt, nor 
accept the perſon of any Body whatſoever , fo 
far as to depart from what # right in thy own 
jadgment : as if he had ſaid, If you do 
exclude perſons whom you think deſerying 
in your own judgement, either upon ap- 
pearances, or the —_ opinion even of the 
moſt, you will depart from Juſtice. Now, 
the New Law, raiſing every poſitive Com- 
mandment of the Old to a greater perfecti- 
on, more is required in this kind of the 
Chriftian Magiſtrate, than of the other, who 
afts meerly by the Law of Nature and 
Dictamen of Reafon, or the. brighter, yer 
imperfect and glimmering Light of the Mo. 
faical. Wheretore St. James 2. 1. ſeriouſly 
admoniſhes us to have a care That we do not 
hold the Faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, together 
with reſpeF of perſons, in perſonarum acceptione 
nolite poſſudere fidem Domini noſtri Jeſu Cbriſti ; 
implying that fnch a proceeding is contrary 
to the Oeconomy and Juſtice,and by conle- 
quence, is a Prevarication of the Faith we 
profeſs. 


C And 
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And. the reaſon of this is evident , for 
every perſon who confers imployments, or 
has dependences, adts either ex officio, as the 
ſupream Magiſtrate ; a man upon his own 
Eſtate, a Maſter in his Family ; or elſe by 
Commiſſion, as ſubordinate Officers. 

If he a& ex officio, Juſtice and his Duty 
to the Publick Weal oblige him to delegate 
his Power to ſuch as his own Judgemenc 
and Conſcience repreſent to him as the moſt 
faithful and ableſt Miniſters : For as he is 
obliged ro carry the Reputation of his 
Country and the Publick Good, notto any 
determinate degree, but as high as his ut- 
moſt Prudence and Endeavours can reach : 
ſo is he bound in Juſtice to make uſe of 
thoſe Inſtruments which are beſt proporti- 
oned to that End ; and where there is equal 
Capacity,or but little inferior,a more appro- 
ved Honeſty and Tenderneſs of Conſcience 
ought to take place. If the perſon a&t on- 
ly by Commiſſion, his Power 1s leſs, but his 
Duty is as great, in this kind, as far as. his 
Power extends; and he is bound in Juſtice 
co.put the Places which are in his Gift, nor 
into ſuch Hands as will give moſt for them, 
( which is Extortion upon the Publick ) or 
are 


[17] 
are neareſt related to him, ( which is ano- 
ther ſort of Bribery, that of Aﬀection, ) or 
will more eſpouſe and advance his Intereſt, 
(which is but the Farming out an Office ) 
but into ſuch as will be moſt Honeſt, and 
Careful, and Circumſpect : For though the 
beſt Man is not always the beſt Qnalified 
for Employment, yet Vertue is the better 
Ticle, where the Capacity is ſufficient, be- 
caule a Vicious Man can hardly be Juſt ; 
for he wants the Divine Afliſtance, and 
bottoms his Honeſty only upon Moral Vir- 
tue, which does very ſeldom bear up its 
Name in practice, and when ict does, gene- 
rally the Temptation of Diſhoneſty is over- 
come, meerly by a ſenſe of Honour: a 
doubtful caſe, where a man is to conquer 
one Paſſion by another. Wherefore the 
Holy Fathers and Divines, I think of all Re- 
ligions within the Pale of Chriſtianity, and 
I might take the Jew and the Gentile, the 
Rabbi and the Philoſopher, into che number : 
All Divines and Moraliſts, 1 ſay, unanimoul- 
ly agree, that ſuch as employ men who are 
corrupt in their judgments, exacting up- 
on the Poor, taking Bribes , or diverting 
the Publick Stock, &c. are obliged to Re. 
| C 2 ſtitution, 
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ftitution , and to repair their Faults, if the 
Offendors do not do it themſelves, which 
indeed is poſlible, but not reaſonably to be 

expected 
4ly. But there is another ſort of Juſtice, 
which we call Legal, and couches not only 
men in Employments, but reaches all who 
are capable of ſerving the Publick, and from 
whoſe ſervice they are bound in Juſtice not 
to wirhdraw themſelves; bound nor only 
to have their Loyns girt, and be found in a 
readineſs when they are called ; but even 
in their ſeveral reſpective ſtations to pro- 
mote the Publick Good, and prefer it to 
the Private, whether Reputation or Inre- 
reſt. Foraseyery one is a part of the Ci- 
vil Society, and enjoys the Bleflings and . 
Protection of it ; ſo every one has a Special 
Duty incumbent on him to procure and pro- 
mote the good of that Society: For the - 
good of the Part is ordered to the Whole, 
and the good of the Whole communicates 
it {ell to each Member. And therefore 
when a man behaves himſelf meerly pal. 
five to the Community, much more when 
he vilies the Government, and exaſperates 
peoples mind againſt it; he is a Monſtrous 
Mem- 
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member of the Common-wealth, and is ob- 
lig'd co Reſtication, that is, to reEtifie, and 
attone for his former coldneſs and indiffer- 
ency, with diligence for the future, with 
more than common Inſtances of Loyalty, 
and Endeavours to f(&t their hearts righr 
which by his Example or Diſcourſes f 
been alienated from the Government. 
Thus have I given you a ſlight yiew of 
Juſtice in all it's Branches , 'and crowded 
the Subject of whole Volumes, and indeed 
of 'ones whole Life into few words. And 
having ſhown the great Duty of Reſtitution 
tobe far more obliging, and of far greater 
extent than people generally imagine ; [t 
1s eime [ ey, ro Treat of it in the com- 


bl 
avec 


mon ſenſe and” vulgar uſage of the Word, 
which impstts only'one fort of Reſtitution, 
when another's Goods are unjuaftly taken or 
detain'd; whether by Theft, or Robbery, by 
Rapine or :Extoition , *and' even by forms of 
Law. Your Attention, and” my Second 
Part,” . | 


SECOND 
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SECONDPART, 


Some, who in other matters accule the 

Catholiek Chuch of impoling too great ſe- 

verities upon her Children, in this think 

her ſo impiouſly indulgent, as to connive 

at Injuſtices, to (ell Pardons for fins, and 

to allow of unjuſt Poſleflions, provided ſhe 

goes ſhares with the Poſleſlour ; and in 

ſhorc, that ſhe diſpenſes with all ſorts of 
Reſticution, unleſs ic be to her ſelf. Buc 

in Truth, this laſt fort is the only Reſtitution 

ſhe can diſpence with, and which ſhe has aftually, 

—_ i ſolemuly, and irrevocably done, as I lately proved 
zpon All- © in reference to Abbey-Lands : She-can renounce 
ares '"* her own Title, but not anothers; For in 
B. Noy.,3, all other caſes ic is, and eyer was her Do&t- 
| rine and praQice,. ſicut non ſatisfit Deo. de in- 
juria fibi illata , niſe per penitentiam : ita nec 

proximo de re ſpoliata, niſs per juſtam Reſtitu- 

S. Thom. tienem, as the great Maſter of our Schools 
Jo. ** expreſlesit ; As we cannot appeaſe our God for 
= 179. an injury done to bim,but by a = Repentance : 
fo cannot we ſatisfie our Neighbour for uſurping 

his Goods, but by a full Reſtitution. He had 

learnt this Do@rine of St. Gregory, whole 


Judg- 


[2r] 
Judgment is become that of the whole 
Church, being inſerted into the Body of 

our Canon Law : (ui bona alterins, &c. Who p,.... 
unjuſtly detains the goods of another, muſt at the Par. 2. de 
ſame time acknowledge be cannot dos that Pe. PEYE 
nance, or make that Satisfation Which will carry Cap. © 
bim to Heaven, tho. he may come off ta this F4/<«- 
World, and in the eyes of Men, unleſs be 

reſtore What be has unjuſtly ſeiz?d. St. Gregory 

had learnt this Do&trine of St. Auguſtin ,4g.rp.54. 
who in his 54th. Epiltle to Macedonius., a 

Man of great Authority.in the Roman Em- 

pire , /t res aliena. propter quam peccatum eſt, 

non redditur, non agitur penitentia, ſed fingitur. 

If che thing wherein you finn'd by caking or 
detaining,. be not reſtored, you do not re. 

pent, but counterfeir Repentance. . And the 

reaſon of this is clear, torto obtain an end; 

we are obliged to-ule the neceſſary. meanes. 

Now there are two. ſorts of means , by. 

which we are to. work out ur Salvation ; 

both neceſſary, but nor q_ lo: The firſt 

is neceſſutas precepti, necellary becauſe com- 
manded , as Faſting and Alms-deeds, ec. 

which are then binding, when we are: in 

the circumſtance and condition to perform 

them. The: ſecond, nec?ſſitas medii,, necelr 

| lary, 


Ly 
- o 


Levi, 19. 


13. 
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ſary, becauſe the end, without the means 
cannot be obtained, as Faith in Chriſt in or: 
der to Eternal Life, the Love of God and 
our Neighbour, e&c. Now God has afhxt 
both theie neceſſities to Reſtitution ; that 
of Command is frequently repeated and urg'd 
in both Teſtaments. In the Old, having 
provided for his own Love and Service in- 
very few Commandments, he imploys more 
than twice the number in ſecuring the 
Rights, and fenceing in the Goods of our 
Neighbour ; and to imprint in us a greater 
horrour of ufurping them, he forbids even 
the Deſire, Non concupiſces ; and to imprint 
in us a greater horrour of detainipg them, 
he will not permit his own people co keep 
the wages of an hired Servant even till the 
next Morning. Inthe New Teſtament he 
does not repeat, but ſuppoſes the Moral 
Law as to honeſty ; but proceeds to the per- 
feftion of ic, a Conſummated Virtue. 
This Zacheus underſtood, who withour 
expetting any particular Order from Feſcs 
Chriſt, promiſes ; Si quid aliquem defraudavi, 
if I have defrauded or wrong'd any one, I reſtore 
him four-fold. This the Moral Law obtig'd 
him to: The other Article, Behold 7 give 


bal 'q 
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half my goods to the Poor , was in complyance 
cothe Evangelical, which enaQts , quod-ſu- 
pereſt date Eleemoſynam ; © what you have over ,,,., 
and above neceſlity and decency, give it in 
Alms. Now he that obliges us to give what 
is our own, will he diſpenſe with -us from 
rendring what is not our own ? -. 

Secondly, This Duty of Reſtitution-is ne- 
ceſlary neceſſitate medit ; "ris abſolutely neceſſary; 
neithey - Davine, nor Human ' Power can 
diſpence with the /performance- of it ; and 
nothing but a formal and abſolute incapacity 
can excufe us ; for no body can be oblig'd to 
what is impoflible. Yer: this abſolute inca: 
pacity does not take. away the obligation, 
but only ſuſpends it for the time ; for ir till | 
returns upon us when we are-able in an 
degree to comply with it: 1 ſaid,: not the 
Divine Power ; | laidit, and I prove it. For 
there are two injuries involy'd in every un- 
juſt ation , or quaſi-attion, that is, Non: 
reſtitution ;: the one; to God, ' who ſuffers by 
the violation of his Commandment ; the 
other to - your Neighbour?, who ſuffers by | 
the loſs or detention of his Goods or In. | 
heritance: Wheace ariſe - two diſtin& obli- 
gations ; the one, of {atisfying God, whoſe 
honour 


Pal. 10. 
7. 


Pſal. 51. 
17. 


AMatth. 5. 
2.4 


Ta. 1.1% 
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honour and Sovereignty you have incroach'd 
upon by, difobedicace, the orher,. of ſaris- 
fy:ag your:Neighbour, whoſe tears, :whoſe 
wants, andeven whoſe deſires cry to Hea- 
ven for vengeance againſt you ,. for our Lord 
hears the defire of the. Poor, faics the Royal 
Prophet. With this Load upon your Con. 
{cience, you place your ſelf in your Oratory, 
or come to the Feet, of your Coatcllour , 
you proteſt you are ſorry for having offended 
God, and come tobeg pardon ot him who 
will not deſpiſe an bum and a contrite heart. 
No queltion :God would regard your for- 
row; and have' compaſſion upon your tears, 
were the injury directed only againſt him. 
elf : But your Neighbour is a party offen. 
ded too; you beg not pardon: of him, 'you 
Rill recain his Goods, you'grafp his loheri- 
tance ; his Children [ſerve yon upon their 
own Eſtates, vade prius reconcihart fratri tuo-; 
Go'then faies he, Go , and be fuſt recon+ 
ctted to your Brother, repair the wrong, 'or 
compound ir. Till 'one of theſe be done, 
all your offerings are prophane ; Bring me 
20 \more- vain oblations.; . All your obſervance 
of Religious durics, and. even. your-appointed 


14. Feaſts, my Soul hateth: even the Sabbatbs,; 


which 
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which I commanded. . - Iniqit. ſunt cetas ve- 
ſtri ; yaur. ſolemn \meetings' are iniquity ; They 
receive atindture of juſtice from that of 
the mind you. .bring ©9.them.: All your 
Alms are fryizle(s; They are not your awn ; 
ex- ſubſtantia tua fac Eleemoſynas '; 10 merit 74. ,. +. 
that Name, they-mauſtbe.:done our of yogr 

6xpn ſubſtance, not another's. : Indeed Chaxity 
covers a multitude of fins, but why does nor 
St. Peter. ſay all-ſns, a x Holy Toby 4: 11. ' 7 +5: 
ab ona; heecato liberat £ The: A poſtle:feems 
to allude to, and (explain: this» Fexr :. For 
ſome Crimes there, are, which. Chazity- ic 
{elf canngt..cover ; ſhe may. varniflt chem 
over, but can-neyei-cftace thent; And theſe 
are (19s agaioft Juſtice. + 'Fobe ſhorr; your 
very Repencance is falſe and counterfeit,. now _ 
agityr 'penitentia-, ſet fingitur 5; your hopes of Ay. ſupra, 
pardan argungraungded-and impudentz 'and 
when you (ſpread fortb your harids "to: receive it, 1/4: 1: 15. 
T will bide mine eyes from youu: Your very 
Prayers; the -only- means left, become-a 
fre(b provacation,' add: heighten your guiil, 
cum -multtplicaveritis orationems- non exaudiant , 
When you multiply them upon me:; - 1 will not 
bear. I of. 269 

But why haſt 'thou-ſet\ ms np as a mark: a- 

D 2 gainſt 
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Fob. 7.20. gainft thee? Why haſt thou mark'd us ont for 


Lament. 5. 
20. 


Iſa. 59. 3+ 


Tob. 2-21. 


aughter, O thou preſer ver of Men ! wherefore 
doſt thou forget us for ever, and forſake us fo 
long a time ?.'Becauſe your hands are defil'd with 
blood, and your fingers with iniquity. 1t he who 
neglects to feed the Poor in neceſlity, is pro- 
perly. faid by St.” Auſtin to Murther them, 
(i non paviſti, occidiſtt;) certainly he who re- 
duces them to neceſ{ity, and continues them 
in ic, is guilty of.a double'Murther : Manus 
veſtre plene funt ſanguine, both your hands are 
full of Blood ;* the one for taking, the other, 
for detaining. As for other x a which 


-trike only. at himſelf, as all the breaches of 


the firft Table,” he' alone can, and isever 
ready to forgivethem , but the injuries aint 
ed at him through your Neighbour, as De- 
traction, Oppreſion, Robbery, or Rapine, 
non” dimittitur peccatum , &c. God cannor 
pardon them | ſay, by the ordinary courfe 
of his Grace, and without a Miracle, ex- 
cept the. offenders ignorance be invincible, 
after che has uſed his beſt endeavours co in- 
form himſelf in his Fortune and Eſtate, ac. 
cording tothe Example of Holy Tobias, ne 
forte furtivus (it, leſt any parc of what he 
poſtelles came ro him by indire& ways. 


But 
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But what a phrenzy and alienation of 
mind is it in a Chriſtjan to deſire thoſe Riches 
which Providence has refuſed him ? If you 
did Lawſully poſſeſs thoke Goods you Un- 
lawfully enjoy, che Baptiſt would advice 
you to return them to the Donor in relief of 
the Poor; But what would he ſay, did he 
ſee us eovering our Neighbours Poſleſſions, 
or detaining them with an Unjuſt Hand, 
rearing them from the Widow and the Or. 
phan, and not regarding them, while their 
Cries, and Tears, and Prayers pierce the 
Heavens, and call down judgment upon 
tis, from a God who vouchſafes to ſtile him- 
ſelf the Refuge of the Oppreſſed, Plal. g. 9. To 
become their Advocate, and plead their Cauſe, 
Plal. 25. 1. and threatens to break in pieces the 
Opprefſour, Plal. 92. 4. _ 

[It God had deligned to ſave you by 
Riches, he would have furniſhed you with 
lawful means of acquiring them : But he 
has thrown up the Ditches, and thick. 
ned the Fences, that you ſhould not break 
in upon them, foreſeeing you - would 
abuſe them , they would ſeduce you. 

If God has beſtowed them upon you, he 
alſo has given you grace to ule them to-his 
 . . nn 


v 


Anſelm. 1. 
cur Deus 

_ Homo,c. 
I 1. 


Totum maſ- 
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Honour ; but it you add to the Heap what 
you. receive not from. his Hand, you force 
him to withdraw his Grace, and diſable 
you to uſe-the reſt as you ought. Bur a 
lictle, you may ſay, cannot be of ſuch dread. 
ful conſequence : Yer it is not the quantity, 
but the quality of the Poyſon which is Mor. 
eral. This Liccle'which comes in by drib. 
lets, muſt go out in Great ſumms, when 
you come to reſtore; and when will you 
be diſpos'd to render the arrears in- Quadrj- 
plum, Fourfold, it you cannot now be per. 
{waded to throw up the tenure, or pay-in 
the Principal ? God Almighty is no favourer 


of Intereſt upon other accounts, but in Re- 


ſticurion he exaRts it. Non ſufficit ſolum red- 
dere quod ablatum eſt, ſed pro contumelia illata, 
plus debet reddere quam abſtulit, ſaies, our fa- 
'mous St. difle. "If ic be a little you; un- 
juſtly poſſeſs, you ought ro be more ready 
to refund; if it be much, you ought to. be 
more careful. But what is a little to you, 


ſum corrun- perhaps is the whole fortune and ſubliftence, 


pit Vule. 
Cvpor, fer- 
mentat. 


1Cor.x.6. 
Aliat. 6. 19, 


20, 


the Daily Bread of the Sufferer. . A little 
Injuſtice is like the Leven, it corrupts, the 
whole Maſls ; it is the Moth, which devours 
the Treaſure; it is, the Thief, which breaks 


in, 


« 
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in, and ſteals ic away. infenſibly ; the way, 
many Eſtates are conlumed, when No bo- 
dy could give an account by what: meas. 
Unjuſt poſleflions have this quality of che 
Manna ; they tate deliciouſly uponthe Car- 
nal Palate, but pucrifie and become noilome, 
if they are kept even till to morrow ; Nay, 
they become Moral, as ſoon as the perſon 
is ſatisfied they are unlawful. 


Gabriel, - Soto, Leffens,, and many others of Gabriel in 
the - firſt Claſs, boch Ancient and Modern + 4 15: 
Divines teach as acertain Truth, that every cg *Y 


unjuſt Poſſeflor,- when he knows himſelf q. 7. a. 4. 


to be ſo, continuo an:peccat, Tins cominus ; 


ally, not only by an habitual injuſtice mor. c.12.dub.z. 


tally criminal, bur alſo ſias a&ually, rill the 
moment he reſtore. . Be nat furpriz'd ar this 
Dottriae,, it. its grounded. upon: clear and 
undeniable Reaion ; for who daces not re. 
ſtore when he can, wilfully detains ano- 
thers Goods : Bur a wilful detaiming; them 
iS anew action, at leaſt mſftar atoms, equi- 
valent to an- actton: Therefore as lang as 
his Will to detain them does continue, to: 
loag the lejuſtice continnes , fo-loag the 
Injary., and, by evidem-Confequence; 16 
long the Actual Sia. | 
Now 


1 Kings 21, 
I, 
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Now, Chriſtian, have you any thing to 
obje& againſt chis, and "not renounce that 
Name? Dare you reply in' your thoughts, 
chat if you reſtore what you weochtally 
poſſeſs, you will not be ableco bear up in 
the World according to your Condition ? 
If this Reaſon be as Weighty, as iris Po. 
pular, you may as well ſteal, you may rob 
the Altar to live according to your Condi. 
tion. Why cannot you reduce your ſelf 
for the ſake of Juſtice, ro what other peo. 

le do for Decency and Devotion? You 
will not be able perhaps to make ſo great 
a Figure in Court, nor Glitter ſo much ar a 
Ball, nor be ſo Expenſive in Plays; you 
will want Oyl to feed your Exceſles and Va- 
nity : Now is not this an odd kind of Obje&ti. 
on, when one of the Reaſons wby God 
calls upon you to make Reſtitution, and to 
pay your Debts, is to remove you from the 
cocalions of Offending ? But it will draw 
an Infamy upon me : Sure you are a 
great Stranger to Honeſty ,, who have o 
mean an opinion of it. Juſtice is honour'd, 
and revered, and applauded even by the 
Wicked ; and the Fame of a Zacheus ſhall 
live for ever; and ſo long the Memory of an 
Ahab ſhall be in Execration, But 
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But if this DoEtrine were reduced to pra- 
Eice, it would caule great changes ina Na- 
tion. So thought the States-men of Galilee ; 
ſo Herod tear'd, when a Baptiſt preach'd ir, 
apprebendens ne novi aliquid fieret. Bue what Joſephus 
the conſequence would be, King David tells ſupra, 
us, Veritas de terra orta eſt, &v Fuſtitia de pry g. 
Celo proſpexit, when Juſtice -looks down 
from Heaven, Truth: ſprings up from the 
Earth , as it were to meet it. Juſtice and 
Peace ſhall kiſs one another, the Mother and 
the Daughter ſhall embrace; for Peace and 
Proſperity are the fruit of Juſtice. O ye 
fons of men be Juſt , and: fear no other 
conſequences than theſe ;. for the Juſtice of the 
clear-hearted-man, ſaies the Wiſe One , ſhall 
level and make ſtrait bis''path', Faſtitia ſims Prov. 11. 5, 
plicis diriget Viam; "it ſhall coidutt him ſafe th 
the end, liberabit eum' "it ſhall prolong his 
days, and deliver' him from the death of 
fin ; liberabit eum 4' morte : It ſhall Crown Pro. 16.2, 
him with Eternal-Life, in ſemitis ejus vita : -, 
kc ſhall win the Aﬀection of the Almighty, 
Qui /equitur juſtitiam- ditigitur ab eo ;\it exalt- 15. g. 
eth a Nation-;- elevat gentem- : and ſhall elta- 14:34: 
blifh che Throne; fimmabitmnr: juftitia Throuns. 25, 5. 
Fhus might--$6 John ſpeak j becauſe thus 
E [peaks 
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Diſputante 


antem illo de 
Juſtitia, &c. 


Tak, 3.11. 
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ſpeaks the Holy Ghoſt , who repleniſh'd 
kim from- che. very Womb , and inſpir'd 
him wich chac Courage which the P/almiſt 
glories ia, that he ſpake of the Teſtimonies of 
God , of Juſtice and Equity, before Kings, 
and Was net confounded, though he was im- 

riſoned : For nothing canconfound a Pre. 
curſor or Preacher of Chriſt, bur betraying 
his Miniſtery. And now he has diſcharg'd 
his Office; I bope, no one here will puc 
him off, as Felix did St. Paul, when he had 
diſcourſed of the ſame Subje&t, Tempore op- 
portuno accerſam te, 1 will hear thee at a more 
proper ſeaſon : 1 hope no body will chink 
his Da&rine unſeaſenable, or if any one 
do; you will not find him a Reed ſhaken 
with the Wind: you will nd him firm to 
Himſelf, and to his Character, preaching the 
word in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, He will 
not change his Camels Hair for Soft Rai- 
ment, nor be taken off, nor mollifed by 
the amuſements of a Court. He is the 
ſame Man in the Kings Houſe, as in the 
Kings Priſon : He will bid the Trades-man 
be juſt in his Dealing, the Rich to impart 
of their Superfluities to him chat wares be- 
ceflaries ; The Publicans and Colleors, 
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to exaft no more than is appointed them, and 13: 


co give a faithful account of what they re. 
ceive; The Soldier, to do Violence to no man, 
and to be contented with bi pay : He has a 
Non Licet for every one, and 4 Baptiſm of 
Repentance in their own Tears, for the Re 
miſſion of Sin: He has a Commiſſion to 
Threaten every Tree which bringeth not forth 
good Fruit, that it ſhall be cut down, and caft 
into the Fire , and he has an Humble Petici- 
on to thoſe who Judge the World, that 
they will not think they perform their Du- 
ty to Juſlice, by obſerving it Religioufly 
in their own particular, unleſs they cauſe 
it to be obſerved by all their Subjects, as 
far as their Knowledge and Power can 
reach ; unlels they redreſs the Wrongs of 
Innocents oppreſſed, and ſuffer no body to 
be condemned, without &rſt being heard ; 

unlels chey repair the breaches of the Pub. 
lick Faith, and over-rule all Ordinances te 
the contrary; which can never tye up the 

Sovereign's Hands from reforming abules, 

though they oblige the Subject to a Paſhve 

Obedience, to poſſeſs his Soul in patience, and 

to forgive the injury, while he (ues co have 

it redrefled. Which God, &c, 
FF F EF & 


